SURVEY OF  THE  GENRES              279

SUMMARY

Both history and the novel are forms of realistic narrative;
their aim is to reproduce actual truth, or to give the illusion of
truth. Both seek to be credible and convincing. This is attained
in both cases by presenting events in intelligible sequence, by
establishing an acceptable connection between factual reality and
psychological reality.

Ancient historians were conscious artists; they retain their
place in literature for qualities which are those of the best
novelists. In modern times, historians (unlike scientists) have
been swayed by exactly the same fashions as artists, poets and
fictionists; historical writing takes on the color of the period,
classical, Enlightenment, romantic, realistic, like the other
forms of literature.

The most complex kind of historical writing is the history of
civilization, or historical sociology; 'philosophical history is
guided by some dominant idea: providence, nation, race, liberty,
etc. The standard kind is purely narrative history, which em-
phasizes, and probably over-emphasizes, the exceptional, dra-
matic element, and the careers of exceptional, colorful individ-
uals. Between such history and biography, the sole difference is
that, in biography, the central character is studied as a man,
and not exclusively as the symbol or leader of a movement.
Autobiographical literature includes formal autobiographies
(memoirs, confessions), diaries, notes, conversations and corre-
spondences. In the essay, in impressionistic criticism, in those
scientific and philosophical writings which clearly belong to
literature, the autobiographical element is manifest.

Realistic fiction, which, like history, seeks to create the im-
pression of reality, was at first a reaction against romance. In
the Middle Ages, it embodied the practical, mocking spirit of
the bourgeoisie. That spirit, subordinated at the time of the
Renaissance to learned, aristocratic and poetic elements, revived
first in the comedy, chiefly with Moliere. With the rise of the